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Japan Cetacean Conference on Zoological Gardens and Aquariums
August 16, 2005

Re: Request for Cetacean Questionnaire

Dear Aquarium Director,

Allow me begin by expressing my sincere wish for your health and prosperity. Your generous
support for the Cetacean Conference is most appreciated.’

For quite some time Mr. Hidehiro Kato (currently a professor at Tekyo University of Marine
Science and Technology), director of the Cetacean Ecology Research Department at the National
Research Institute of Far Seas Fisheries, has been saying that, for the purposes of continued cetacean
capture and stable supply, it is necessary to have frank expressions of opinion from fishers involved in
dolphin drive fisheries and from aquariums needing cetaceans. For that reason, on April 5 Prof. Kato
and three directors of the Cetacean Conference (Okinawa Churaumi Aquarium Director Senzo
Uchida, Shimonoseki Marine Science Muscum Director Toshiaki Ishibashi, and Minamichita
Beachland Director Shuhei Hasegawa) went to Taiji Town in Wakayama Prefecture, where they
exchanged views with Taiji Town public employees, and with people at the Taiji Whale Museum,
Taiji Fishing Cooperative, and Isana Cooperative.

While I will report on our talks at the next Cetacean Conference mecting, the following two
items were of special concern.

{1}  Managing bottlenose dolphin stocks to ensure a stable supply
(2} Applying to take Pacific striped dolphins at Taiji

Specifically:

(1) There is no reason to expect a larger bottlenose dolphin quota at Taiji, and therefore stock
management is necessary in an effort to ensure stable supply in the future. Currently when dolphins
are captured in drive fisheries, they are sorted live to select individuals for captivity, after which the
rest are all used for meat. It is therefore necessary that fishers and aguariums with cetaceans hold
dialog on ways to capture only individuals wanted for captivity, and let the rest go, thereby
endeavoring to protect dolphin stocks and making it possible to maintain a sustainable supply.

(2) Nearly all the Pacific striped dolphins in aquariums are bycatch from fixed shore nets, and
obtained for scientific research purposes. But in recent years fewer Pacific striped dolphins enter fixed
shore nets, which means that not all aquariums who want this species can get them.

Pacific striped dolphins cannot be taken in drive fisheries at Taiji because no permits have
been granted. However, if the capture of this species at Taiji were to become possible, this would
benefit fishers and the aquariums which keep cetaceans.

Applying for a permit to capture a new cctacean specics at Tai)i would require that there is a
need. Accordingly, from the perspective of exhibiting cetaceans for educational purposes, we would
like to perform a questionnaire survey to determine the extent to which aquariums participating in the
Cetacean Conference want Pacific striped dolphins, and then use the results to justify applying for a
perntit to capture them at Taiji.

We will also take this opportunity to determing what other cetacean species are wanted by
aquariums, so we hope vou will cooperate by filling out the questionnaire at the bottom of the
separate “Cetacean Conference Participation Application,”

Thank vou.

Sincerely,
Senzo Uchida, Executive Secretary

! Translator’s note: Stock greeting phrases.



